Minutes of a mee-ng of the Herne Hill Society Commi7ee
held on Tuesday 1 June 2021
Government restric-ons on groups and social distancing are s-ll in force due to the Coronavirus
(Covid-19) pandemic so the mee-ng took place on Zoom.
1. Welcome and Apologies
Rebecca Tee (RT)
Laurence Marsh (LM)
Martyn Hall (MH)
Carol Boucher (CB)
Ros Glover (RG)

Chair
Vice Chair
Treasurer
Secretary
Membership Secretary

Nigel Thorpe (NT)

Apologies were received from Henry Ferguson, Annie Bright and Lin Proctor (observer) and noted
from Jackie Plumridge.
2. Co-op-on of new Commi7ee Member
It was proposed by RT that Lin Proctor be co-opted to the CommiQee and this was unanimously
agreed. Nomina-on papers for co-op-ons to the CommiQee are held by the Secretary.
3. Minutes of May mee-ng and Ma7ers Arising
The minutes were accepted as an accurate record and all maQers arising were discussed under
later agenda items, with the excep-on of:
RT conﬁrmed that she had wriQen to the Life Member who will be dona-ng £50 annually to thank
him for his contribu-on and RG will follow up with him to clarify his GiX Aid status. Ac-on: RG
RT conﬁrmed that the mee-ng with Helen Hayes MP, Bil Harrison (BH), our transport expert, and
NT from the CommiQee to discuss local transport issues had taken place.
The discussion centred around the opera-on of the controversial Low Traﬃc Neighbourhood
schemes, par-cularly in Southwark, and it was noted that Southwark are belatedly consul-ng with
residents on this issue. It is not known whether Lambeth intend to consult their residents.
BH had prepared a paper ahead of the mee-ng and this will be circulated to CommiQee members
for informa-on. Within it the point is made that due to the diﬀerent traﬃc circumstances related
to Covid, it would not be possible to collect meaningful data as to the eﬀec-veness of these
schemes in reducing road traﬃc. This will only be possible when travelling paQerns return to more
normal levels.
Ac-on: RT
NT reported that the issue had become problema-c for the Dulwich Society due to its commiQee
suppor-ng the Dulwich LTN, ini-ally without consul-ng its members. There were no speciﬁc
outcomes from the mee-ng other than for us to keep members informed on any developments as
advised by BH, Helen Hayes and the local Councils.
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4. Finance and Performance Sta-s-cs
The Performance Sta-s-cs for May were noted with the excep-on of income and expenditure for
the month which will be added once this informa-on is available. Ac-on: RG
MH had circulated the April bank statement and ques-ons were asked about that month’s
expenditure. MH conﬁrmed that the altera-ons to the Oﬃcer signatories to the bank account,
following the AGM, have been completed. The Membership Secretary also has access to the
account for checking subscrip-ons and dona-ons. MH has ac-oned the process to convert the
bank accounts to online use and provided an explana-on on how the Oﬃcer authorisa-on process
will work. This will be tested once the bank has completed the conversion to online banking. As
well as saving on cheque-handling costs the online account will also help with accessing current
ﬁnancial informa-on.
Ac-on: MH
5. Magazine and Publishing
LM reported that the next magazine is on target to be published in July. Edmund Bird (EB) is
working on an ar-cle about the railway bridges in Herne Hill which will be published in this
magazine issue. LM noted that, whilst Lambeth Archives provide support for this series of books
by EB, this is not the case with Southwark Council which is disappoin-ng.
The John Ruskin book, ‘Sunset over Herne Hill’, is in the ﬁnal stages of edi-ng and layout and will
be ready to go to print at the end of July. The working group will now start the process of deciding
on he print run, ﬁnalising the produc-on costs and approaching poten-al sponsors to help with
oﬀsedng the price. MH suggested that we contact the Timothy Franey Charitable Founda-on to
this end. It will also work on a marke-ng plan which will include a launch event.
Ac-on: RT/CB/NT/CW/LM
6. Recruitment and Membership
RG reported that membership stands at 329 (including 72 Life Members) and the 11 non -enewals
have now been removed from the membership list. It was noted that one member has died this
year.
RG reported that the recruitment ac-vity ini-ated in August 2020 has been produc-ve with 25
new members joining last year and 30 new members joining this year so far. RT suggested that we
refresh the Recruitment Pack project and she will re-run the presenta-on on this at the July
mee-ng.
Ac-on: RT
Notes from the Recruitment Group May mee-ng had been circulated for informa-on. It was noted
that a leaﬂet is now included with every book order and that the design of a bookmark is now in
hand and that this will be circulated to the CommiQee when ready. The ﬁnal design of the poster
will follow. The next mee-ng of the Recruitment Group will be on 17 June.
Ac-on: RT/RG/MH/CB
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7. Planning and Licensing
LM reported a new Planning Applica-on from Lambeth Council for changes to the exterior of
Meath House on Dulwich Road. The Planning Group have objected to the applica-on on the
grounds that the changes are not sympathe-c to the original 1950s architecture and LM expressed
disappointment that Lambeth, as the owner of the building, have applied to make such
inappropriate changes.
It was noted that David Taylor con-nues to represent the views of the Society on both the
proposed Bengeworth Road and Shakespeare Road projects and we thank him for this work.
8. Strategy Plan including Herne Hill Awards
RT presented a paper en-tled ‘Herne Hill Society Good Prac-ce Awards’ – a suggested -tle to
diﬀeren-ate this from our Small Grants Scheme – to run throughout our 40th anniversary year from
March 2022 to March 2023. The CommiQee expressed support for this ini-a-ve. A number of
ideas were discussed as to how to promote this alongside other events to mark the anniversary
year. t was agreed that NT would collate these and produce a summary for the July mee-ng.
Ac-on: NT
9. Herne Hill Forum Project
NT reported that we s-ll await contact from the original designer of the Heritage Trail map artwork
before we can progress this project and that the opportunity will be lost if we cannot obtain this
soon. NT will follow up again with support from RT.
Ac-on: NT/RT
10. AOB
CB reported that the Herne Hill Community Fund proposal by Fred Taggart has been adopted by
Herne Hill Forum and that he will be working on this with them through a sub-CommiQee of HHF.
HHS was approached to see if we held a list of suitable organisa-ons/individuals in our area who
could be poten-al beneﬁciaries. In the absence of such a list it was agreed that we should work
jointly on this with HHF and an ini-al list has been prepared by CB and NT and will be circulated to
the CommiQee for comment and addi-onal input ahead of a mee-ng to discuss it with HHF.
Ac-on: CB
RG reported that ‘Ways into Brockwell Park’ by Peter Bradley is being re-published.
It was noted that the Friends of Ruskin Park have lost two key CommiQee members – Treasurer
and Vice Chair – and are seeking new volunteers as a maQer of urgency. It was agreed to include
this call out in our next e-newsleQer.
Now that the restric-ons on mee-ng in person have relaxed MH suggested that we should
consider holding some of our CommiQee mee-ngs in person subject to ﬁnding a suitable venue.
This will be considered at the July mee-ng.
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10. Next Mee-ng
The next CommiQee mee-ng will be held on Tuesday 6 July 2021 on Zoom star-ng at 6pm.

